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Lake charles evacuees in new orleans

Like many Lake Charles evacuees gathered outside the downtown hotel Monday, all Billie Jean Chelette could do was accept her plight. It's too early to return home to a city that is devastating and largely powerless after the category. 4: 19 a.m. Chelette, 78, just keeps slipping, and most immigrants who live under the breeze of the Spring Hill Suites hotel say they are not only anxious but tired. Many of
their homes in the Lake Charles area are in shambles and they are not in the mood to withstand another storm, but with short money, cars included and short working hours, they leave options in the weeks since Hurricane Laura destroyed their homes and upended their lives, more than 10,000 southwest Louisiana evacuees made it go new or... now I have PTSD. Chuck Chuck. While the victims of
Hurricane Laura may fall sharply from the national spotlight, their challenges linger. Water has been restored almost everywhere in the hurricane zone, but electricity services remain limited to pockets of Calcasieu Parish, while debris and fallen trees make navigating the streets challenging. It's not true, Darrell Brussard, a 67-year-old Coca-Cola salesman who's returning, it's like they dropped an atomic
bomb, and many evacuees have a quarter in the constellation of a hotel in downtown New Orleans. Some people have made regular trips back to put tarps on the roof, clear their possessions and begin the painful task of gutting their homes, but tough conditions and lack of power mean they will have to stay in New Orleans in the near future. Broussard, who lowered his st. mask to puff on Salem
cigarettes, said he was grateful for the help he received in New Orleans. But he's still anxious to go home. One nonprofit, a refugee aid organization, said it will continue to provide services regardless of what happened to Hurricane Sally. Many people get food at their hotels while they try to secure emergency assistance, tangle with insurance fines or try to get a full prescription. We know that months
before it was going to be a really enthusiastic hurricane season, Katy Sandusky, regional communications manager for the Southeastern Louisiana chapter of the American Red Cross. We will not slow down or stop providing any services to our refugees from southwest Louisiana, no matter what happens in southeast Louisiana, even though Sandusky said the organization is concerned about donor fatigue
in a year when the economy is down and plaguing it. Robert Davis, 27, said he had been out of work since the Corona virus outbreak shut down live music events, and then the storm left his uninhabitable Lake Charles home and his truck. Of Covid's work. You name it, it just piles up, Davis said. We're stuck here. Like Chelette, Joanne LaFleur could hardly think about another storm shortly after she rode in
Lake Charles. Two weeks ago, she hugged her family, including her husband, daughter and three grandchildren, while Laura lashed out at her home. Her nephew was a buffalo cow in her lap as the wind stormed the walls of the house. More than 9,000 people fled the area where Hurricane Laura arrived in New Orleans, filled with the capacity of hotel rooms booked for... Louisiana double whammy
reminded LaFleur of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, which hit the state within weeks of each other 15 years ago this summer. Rita has already destroyed her home, even though it's less serious than Laura's destruction. It's too catastrophic to return to LaFleur the state has spent more than $50 million to house evacuees after Hurricanes Delta and Laura, but thousands remain without long-term housing as
officials phase out a HOTEL SHELTER PROGRAM set up as a COVID-19 alternative to large shelters. Officials say the housing shortage in the Lake Charles area makes it difficult to help people return home. Earlier that afternoon, Eric Hogan and his 13-year-old granddaughter got a Chihuahua coke into a dog crate outside the Sheraton New Orleans. They're boarding a chartered bus by the Red Cross,
which is running a non-group shelter program in partnership with the Louisiana Department of Child and Family Services (DCFS) and heading to a megashelter in Alexandria to handle the case. I was ready to go back, but the city was devastated, so there was really nothing to go back to Hogan, he was expecting their homes to be unbelievable and not sure why the state transported them back to Lake
Charles. I was in a wheelchair and we had nowhere to go. Hogan returned to Lake Charles after a multi-hour bus ride to The Megachelter. The family stayed overnight and boarded another bus to Lake Charles. They found that even if their apartment was not destroyed, the roof was damaged and the landlord repelled them. Hogan said they stayed for a few nights because they had nowhere to go to live
with friends, but they could only stay for a month. I'm upset about it, Hogan said. What are people going to do? He said he called FEMA and asked for help, and he was looking for apartments but not available in the Lake Charles area. Searches in Zillow and Craigslist turned up fewer than 40 existing apartments and homes. He He'd get a tourist trailer issued by FEMA, but according to FEMA officials, he
wouldn't be eligible for the program because his house wasn't destroyed. He can seek personal disaster help to cover the cost of the apartment, but there are few apartments to choose from. He is willing to move to Lafayette or New Orleans, but the voucher he will receive is that he is approved based on the standard rental rate in Lake Charles. It may not be enough to cover two bedrooms in another city.
Hogan said he felt stuck and didn't know what to do. Michelle Timberlake says she receives calls from people like Hogan every day. She is director of the Artists Foundation and the New Orleans Nonprofit Support Center, one of several organizations that provide donations and help with immigrants. We know that people are falling into a gap and it's not acceptable. Timberlake said, however, that state
officials said most programs would go smoothly and as planned. DCFS regional administrator Jean Guinta said many were grateful to the bus service for returning to the Lake Charles area. At the peak of the non-group shelter program which was funded through a refund from FEMA but operated by the state, there were more than 18,000 people in hotels across Louisiana and Texas. That's why the state
built a reception center where megashelter is a type of station that will route people, Kinta said, the program is unprecedented and by all measures is successful. If you tell me we're going to protect a lot of people during the hurricane season here in New Orleans. She said DCFS worked with the Louisiana City Search and Rescue Task Force, which is managed by Louisiana fire officials, to monitor each
immigrant's home and if their home was committed to being in a tactic, they informed them they would return. However, according to firefighters, more than 300 firefighters returned home to find their homes largely destroyed or damaged. FEMA officials said many people could end up at the hotel again, Guinta said, the story of evacuees is vast. From people who can't wait to get home to someone who is
really really scared about the next step. But I think the next step is an important step that needs to be taken. Now the state has convened an ad hoc unit, according to a spokesman for GOHSEP, to Housing shortage in Lake Charles and trying to find a solution It is made up of the Department of Housing and Urban Development, The Red Cross, FEMA and GOHSEP, and conferences three times a week.
An expert in the regulatory emergency management program with FEMA said the agency is working to deploy a mobile housing unit or travel trailer in the coming months, Redfearn said more than 3,000 hurricane victims have expressed interest in trailers, but the agency expects to have 1,000 short trailers due to the restrictions. Space Side It plans to lease the land and build a group site in the Charles
Lake area. Until now the agency has placed only 117 evacuees and their families in rental homes or tourist trailers mainly in Calcasieu Parish as it has won nearly $200 million in individual aid to survivors of Hurricane Laura alone. Timberlake and a number of supporters organized a small protest. Outside the Sheraton New Orleans on November 6, the state stopped kicking people out of hotels and
providing financial support and additional assistance. Timberlake made her case before City Council officer Jason Williams on Thursday. She asked that the council put moratorium on all evictions, including from the hotel, and declared all evacuees. Homeless people, as required by the Louisiana Housing Corporation so they can apply for Section 8 housing assistance, she also asked congressmen for $3
million to fund her work. Mr. Keith Lamkin Williams' chief of staff said they were concerned about the issue and would consider future action. Coastal Desk support comes from the New Orleans Foundation, the Walton Family Foundation and local listeners.
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